S THE world gets

increasingly dangerous

and unpredictable,
more and more artists are
returning to the core concerns
of all creativity: the human
condition and the meaning of it
all.

Such themes are at the root
of “Giving Voice to Vision,” a
colossal joint venture where
inner feelings and emotions are
vocally expressed by a
performance artist at the sight
of powerful visual imagery
created by a visual artist.

What you’ll experience when
you visit The Loft Galleries in
downtown San Pedro is the
creative efforts of Uran Snyder
and Sharon Corsaro, two local
artists whose works
complement and enhance each
other’s. Snyder’s magnificent
charcoal drawings are so large
(one is 9 feet tall and 33 1/3
feet long) they cover the entire
gallery.

Given such names as
“Circling” (which signifies the
infinite ongoing cycles of life),
“Deichi/Earth,” “Cinderella’s
Dream” and ““The Pit,” the
drawings depict larger-than-life
nude figures that search,
interact, intermingle and
struggle with the world around
them.

With Uran’s work
surrounding her, Corsaro
concentrates on different
drawings at each performance.
Then she channels their
essence by expressing her
feelings through voice and
breathing techniques and the
release of inner energy.

!In a nutshell, Snyder creates
human concerns through
powerful visual imagery;
Corsaro amplifies Snyder’s
figures and brings them to life
through intuitive vocal
interpretation. The former
draws figurative scenes on
paper; the latter sculpts air with
her voice.

People were mesmerized by
this exhibit on opening night.
By popular demand, this must-
see experience has been

expended through April 1. Both.

artists are especially anxious to
share their new form of
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Vocal art expressionist Sharon Corsaro adds emotion to Uran Snyder’s dramatic charcoal
life drawing in “Giving Voice to Vision” at The Loft.

creative expression with high
school and college art students.
“Giving Voice to Vision,”
The Loft, 401 S. Mesa, San
Pedro; through April 1.
Viewing hours and new
performances are available
by calling (310) 991-1998, or
by e-mail,
info @ The Voicesof Vision.com.

EXPLORING GENDER

Mark your calendar now for
April 2-6. “EnGendered
Species: How We Do and
Undo Gender” is another
cutting-edge exhibit that
promises to be a must-see
experience.

Sponsored by the Cal State
Long Beach art department and
the Gay and Lesbian Center in
Hollywood, this international
show features the work of 28
artists from six different
countries. All of them address
our traditional classification of
gender and explore how we can
“do” or “undo” current
thinking on the subject.

On view in the Gatov and

. Merlino Galleries from April 2-

6, “EnGendered Species” then
travels to the Lily Tomlin/Jane
Wagner Cultural Arts Center in
Los Angeles from April 8
through May 12.
“EnGendered Species:
How We Do and Undo
Gender,” CSULB Gatov and
Merlino Galleries, noon-5
p.m. Monday-Thursday,
April 2-6. Reception 5-7 p.m.
April 2 in the CSULB Fine
Arts Gallery Court. Parking
is free on weekends in lots 7,
8 and 8A. Information:
www.art.csulb.edu/engendere

dspecies.

MOVEMENT ON

BROADWAY
- Gallery 33 East has moved
down the street to 3202 E.
Broadway, next door to Cafe
Piccolo. On view through
March 31 are new paintings by
Elizabeth Washburn. Executed
with a muted pastel palette,
Washburn’s quiet atmospheric
studies of “Urban Faces and
Places” appear to be caught-in-
time dreamscapes. New gallery
hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday and
Sunday and 11 a.m.-9 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday. (562) 433-
1496, or

- WWW. gallery33east.com.

LOCAL TALENT

The work of local artists is
cropping up everywhere this
spring. The following are a few
of many who deserve attention:

« Slater Baron is featured on
Channel 3’s Long Beach
Treasures Program every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. and Sunday
at 6:30 p.m. through March.

« “Ilee Kaplan: Pillow
Project,” an exhibit of
woodblock prints, prints and
pillows, is on view in the
Golden West College Fine Arts
Gallery, 15744 Golden West
St., Huntington Beach, through
April 23. Kaplan will lecture
on April 10 at noon in the
gallery; viewing hours are 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Monday-Thursday
and also 5-8 p.m. Tuesday-
Wednesday and by
appointment Friday. (714) 895-
8356.

* “Seed Pods,” the ceramic
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sculpture of Jan Govaerts,
remains on view at the Goose
Drank Wine Gallery, 369 W.
Seventh Street, San Pedro
through March 31. This new
series addresses the mysterious
world of nature through the
form of seed pods. Just as
Georgia O’Keeffe examined
the world through her depiction
of flowers, Govaerts explores
the human condition through
her creative seed pods. Call the
gallery at (310) 547-3524 for
an appointment to see the
show.

* “Watermark,”” Sharon
McNeil’s solo exhibit of still
life paintings and narrative
figure drawings, opens
Saturday at Artistic Edge, 2105
E. Fourth St., Long Beach. The
public is invited to a reception
in honor of the artist from 6-9
p.m. The exhibit continues
through May 13. (562) 433-
5169 or www.artisticedge-
online.com.

PASSOVER ENCOUNTERS
“Mifgashim-Encounters,” a
Judaica themed exhibit by
Long Beach artist Harold
Fishman and Israeli-born
ceramist Ruhama Cohen, opens
today in Gatov Gallery.
Fishman, who has never shared
his unique style of three-
dimensional folk art with the
community before, agreed to
do it in honor of Passover.
Cohen creates popular ceramic
Sedar plates in the form of
Israeli wildflowers and plants,
plus an array of charming
“‘shalom” doves and whimsical
pitchers.
“Mifgashim-Encounters,”
Alpert Jewish Community
Center, 3801 E. Willow, Long
Beach. 9 a.m.-10 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-6
p.m. Friday, and 10 a m.-6
p.m. Saturday-Sunda
through Aprll 21. (562) 426-
7601, ext. 1087.

Shirle Gottlieb is a Long Beach
freelance writer
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